ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
TOWN OF BERNE

P.O. Box 57

Berne, NY   12023

Date:  September 21, 2011

Present:  James Fallon, Chairman; John Carsten; George Christian; Ronald Jordan; Richard Otto, alternate; Wayne Emory, Town Board Liaison; Peter Schaming, Building & Zoning Administrator.  Terry Adams and Henry Robinson were not in attendance.
Guests:  Donald Elliott.

Mr. Fallon called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm.  Mr. Otto filled in as an alternate for Mr. Adams.  The minutes of 7-20-11 were reviewed.  Mr. Fallon made a motion, seconded by Mr. Christian, to accept the minutes; all were in favor and the minutes were accepted.
Mr. Christian requested that in the future application be accompanied by more detailed drawings and suggested that the form used to show location attached to the building permit application be used for variance applications and that a survey map be supplied if the applicant has one.  The secretary will request this from the building department.  
Mr. Carsten made a motion, seconded by Mr. Otto to close the meeting and open in public hearing.  All were in favor.

PUBLIC HEARING

Elliott Variance – 13 Ridge Lane – Mr. Fallon introduced himself along with the board members.  Mr. Elliott had returned to the planning board to clarify the actual amount of the variance request after questions rose from his first ZBA public hearing on 6/15/11. Mr. Elliott explained that he his requesting a 12.5 foot rear yard variance to complete the corner of his existing garage.  He presented photos and a sketch.  Mr. Fallon asked him if he understood the process as explained the last time, Mr. Elliot replied yes.  Mr. Fallon read the memo from the Planning Board dated 9-8-11 and the recommendation from the Albany County Planning Board.  Mr. Fallon explained to Mr. Elliott that a variance is only good for one year and construction would need to be completed by then or a new application would have to be filed.
Mr. Fallon stated that the public hearing portion would be closed and discussion regarding the application could begin.  Mr. Fallon made a motion, seconded by Mr. Jordan, to declare the SEQR a Type II with a negative declaration with no significant impact on the environment and no further review was necessary.  Mr. Fallon, Mr. Carsten, Mr. Jordan, Mr. Christian, Mr. Otto, all voted aye and the motion was carried.

Mr. Carsten made a motion, seconded by Mr. Christian, to approve the 12.5 foot rear yard variance.  Mr. Carsten, Mr. Christian, Mr. Fallon, Mr. Jordan, Mr. Otto voted aye and the variance was approved.
There being no further business before the board, Mr. Jordan made a motion, seconded by Mr. Fallon to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Anita C. Clayton

Secretary

Accepted 11-16-11
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