PLANNING BOARD

TOWN OF BERNE

P.O. Box 57

Berne, NY   12023
Date:  October 1, 2009

Present:  Gerard Chartier, Chairman; Tim Lippert;  Alan Rockmore; Katherine Hill-Brown; Wayne Emory, Town Board Liaison; Mike Vincent was not in attendance.

Guests:  Ron Patterson; Jeff Emmerich.

Mr. Chartier called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  The minutes of 9/17/09 were reviewed.  Mr. Rockmore made a motion to approve the minutes, Mr. Lippert seconded, Ms. Hill-Brown was in favor, Mr. Chartier abstained and the minutes were accepted.

OLD BUSINESS

Nagengast – Ron Patterson was present as an abutter.  He wants to swap land from his small parcel for some of Ms. Nagengast’s property.  Mr. Patterson would like to drill a well on property that is presently owned by Ms. Nagengast.  Mr. Chartier explained that the incorrect zoning information was presented at first, as Ms. Nagengast’s parcel is zoned RAF.  He explained that, in doing such a land swap, the Planning Board may not approve a subdivision that creates non-conforming lots.  Easements were discussed as an option, and it was suggested that Mr. Patterson and Ms. Nagengast consult their attorneys.

Emmerich – Mr. Emmerich provided new maps and submitted proposed deeds.  Lot # 2 had “agricultural use only” language.  Wording would allow construction of agricultural related buildings.  Mr. Emmerich stated that the land was logged two or three years ago.  A public hearing will be scheduled for this subdivision on November 5, 2009.  Copies of the application, deeds and map will be sent to the Albany County Planning Board for review.  Mr. Lippert stated that the map have a disclaimer stating no community or residential development will be done and land is for agricultural use only.  Mr. Lippert also stated that the Helderberg Commercial Energy has a grant to work on wind in the agricultural district and that Mr. Emmerich said he would be interested in farming wind on the property.

Dibble – Mark’s Auto Repair has a Special Use Permit that was approved by the ZBA.  The Planning Board would be willing to review and approve a site plan showing the proposed deck on the front of the house.  The building permit application for the deck is a separate issue from the lawn shed, which is being handled by the Building Department.  There is a pending issue regarding the shed on this property and the owner would need to address that violation with the Building Department.  Mr. and Mrs. Dibble would have to confirm that they would not later change the deck into a sunroom or an enclosed space, without again coming before the board.  This issue is before this board because any change to a site where a Special Use Permit has been granted, needs site plan approval from the Planning Board.

OTHER BUSINESS

Grippy Lane Quarry – The Chair asked Mr. Whipple of the Building Department to inspect the quarry before operations cease for the season.  A system for regular compliance inspections is needed.

Verizon Cell Towers - There was discussion regarding the required RF emission testing of both sites.  Mr. Chartier will contact Attorney Cusack to schedule a date for testing and will copy Mr. Fallon; Ms. Schwendeman and Ms. Favreau.  The test protocol must be submitted prior to scheduling and performing these tests.

Reidsville Quarry – To date, a letter has not been mailed to Mr. Knapp pertaining to the SUP and site restoration.

Planning Board Calendar – There will be no second meetings in November and December, 2009 due to the holidays.  The second meeting in January, February and March 2010 will be workshops.  The second meeting in January is proposed to be a joint meeting of all boards and the Building Department.

Comprehensive Plan – The visioning session on 9/19/09 was attended by 40+ residents. It was well run by Ms. Stolzenburg.  Three hundred plus surveys have been returned.  An agricultural focus group is scheduled for 10/22/09 in the evening at the Senior Center.  

New Scotland – There was discussion regarding the New Scotland Town Board meeting on the proposed wind law that took place on 9/30/09.

There being no further business before the board the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Anita C. Clayton

Secretary
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