PLANNING BOARD

TOWN OF BERNE

P.O. Box 57

Berne, NY   12023

Date:  March 4, 2010

Present:  Gerard Chartier, Chairman; Alan Rockmore; Katherine Hill-Brown; Mike Vincent; Wayne Emory, Town Board Liaison; Tim Lippert was not in attendance.

Guests:  Laurie & Tim Tryon; Linda Carman; Nick Caricati; Mark Cantisani; Thomas Paul; Brian Jones; Dawn Jordan.

PUBLIC HEARING

Tryon Subdivision – 214 Peasley Road, Parcel Id. No. 113.-1-8

Mr. Chartier called the public hearing to order at 7:02 p.m. This hearing is a continuation of the public hearing of 2/4/10- for the subdivision application of Laurie & Tim Tryon.   The secretary explained the procedure for public notification of the hearing. A letter from Matthew Keating, Attorney for Nick Caricati, dated 3/4/10, was read into the record and an e-mail from Town of Berne Attorney William Conboy was also read into the record.

Mr. Caricati stated that he purchased this property in 2006 and presented a survey map of the road that existed giving him access to his property through the Tryon’s property. He stated that he felt that somewhere this was not documented correctly and wanted a change to correct it with this subdivision. He wanted to make it clear that he was not standing in the way of this subdivision but was concerned with the future plans for the 86 acre lot.  

Mr. Chartier said there was no documentation regarding easements and rights of way and that the Tryon’s are subdividing the 11.97 acre lot with a house for the purpose of selling same; but have no plans to sell or develop the 86 acre lot. The board considers this wild land and, if they ever decided to build, would have to do additional work to show this to be a buildable lot. Mr. Chartier stated that this subdivision will not adversely change the situation for Mr. Caricati. Mr. Chartier suggested that the parties meet to straighten this out, with their attorneys if necessary, and this is a separate issue from the subdivision review. 

There was more discussion regarding the access through the 86 acre lot.  Mr. Vincent pointed out that Buckman & Whitbeck did both the surveys and they would be a good source to contact regarding any discrepancies.

Mr. Rockmore made a motion to approve the subdivision as shown on the drawings, based on the memo from Attorney Conboy and information obtained from the hearing on 2/4/10 and tonight. Mr. Chartier added that the Tryon’s are creating two lots and the 86 acre lot is non-buildable at this time.  Ms. Hill-Brown seconded the motion; with Mr. Rockmore and Chartier also voting for approval; Mr. Vincent was opposed and the motion was carried with a vote of 3-1.

REGULAR MEETING

Mr. Chartier called the regular meeting to order at 7:25 p.m.  The minutes of 2/4/10 were reviewed.  Mr. Rockmore made a motion to accept the minutes, Mr. Vincent seconded, all were in favor and the minutes were accepted.

NEW BUSINESS

Jones subdivision – 11 Remley Lane, Parcel Id. Nos. 103.-1-33.15 & 103.-1-33.16

Brian and Jill Jones purchased Parcel Id. No. 103.-1-33.15 and wish to make a lot line adjustment to add it to their parcel 103.-1-33.16. They then wish to subdivide a five acre parcel to be sold to his mother. Mr. Jones stated that the five acre parcel to be subdivided has an approved septic system and well.  Mr. Vincent asked if there is a fire protection pond on the property. Mr. Jones stated there was not.

Mr. and Mrs. Jones appeared tonight to review the concept with the board. Mr. Rockmore stated they should proceed with this application and have the surveyor or engineer do the lot line and subdivision all at once on a single map. Mr. Chartier went through the process for a subdivision application. This matter will be carried over to the April 1, 2010 agenda, provided maps are prepared by that date.

OTHER BUSINESS

Conservation Board minutes were reviewed.

Mr. Chartier stated he had received a draft statement on small wind development from Nan Stolzenburg for the Comprehensive Plan Committee. Mr. Chartier stated he is continuing to work on the table regarding guidance and ordinances enacted by certain towns and has created another table regarding permitting.

Mr. Vincent stated there were many comments from the residents on the wind survey.

Mr. Rockmore asked Mr. Chartier how the exact charge from the Town Board was worded regarding drafting a wind ordinance. Mr. Chartier read the letter dated 11/4/2009 from Supervisor Kevin Crosier.

Mr. Chartier stated that at the next workshop meeting he intends to invite people to speak, including Dan Driscoll regarding sound; Kathy Moore of the Conservation Board; Leslie Lombardo, ACPB; and Peter Sedlmeir regarding shadow flicker.

Mr. Rockmore stated that he and Ms. Hill-Brown will work on the permitted use table and definitions.

Discussion was had on how to handle the special use permits still in force and those abandoned. Mr. Emory stated that the meeting between the Town Board and Planning Board, cancelled due to weather, will be rescheduled.

The testing regarding the Berne and East Berne cell towers was discussed and it was determined that the secretary will send a formal letter to Mr. Cusack reminding Verizon of the SUP testing requirement and requesting the testing be scheduled.

The matter of the Reidsville Quarry restoration and escrow was discussed. Mr. Emory stated the certified letter was sent to Mr. Knapp and came back undeliverable. Step one is completed; Mr. Emory will consult with the Supervisor Gebe and the town attorney on the next steps.

The secretary advised the board that Mr. Fallon requested that the Fourman variance application be sent back to the Building Department because of the code violations.

Ms. Linda Carmen stated that Mr. Fourman’s bus service, L&S Journeys, is used by the Hilltown Seniors for all their trips and would hope that something could be done to keep this business in the town.

Mr. Vincent had some samples of town maps with roads, zoning maps, businesses and services.  He stated how beneficial this would be for the town and will ask the Town Board for direction for obtaining maps for the Town of Berne.

There being no further business before the board, Mr. Rockmore made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Vincent, all were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Anita C. Clayton

Secretary 
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