PLANNING BOARD

TOWN OF BERNE

P.O. Box 57

Berne, NY   12023

Date:  August 19, 2010

Present:  Gerard Chartier, Chairman; Tim Lippert; Katherine Hill-Brown; Alan Rockmore; Mike Vincent; Wayne Emory, Town Board Liaison.

Guests:  Dawn Jordan; Allen Miller

Mr. Chartier called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm. The minutes of 8/5/10 were reviewed. Language was added and the minutes were amended. Mr. Lippert made a motion, seconded by Mr. Rockmore, to accept the minutes as amended; all were in favor and the minutes were accepted.

OLD BUSINESS

Verizon - Testing at both cell tower sites was performed on 8/12/10 with the following people present – Alan Rockmore; Mike Vincent; Gerard Chartier; Mr. Shunney, BKW Maintenance Supervisor; David Brennan, Esq. representing Young, Sommer…LLC;

Paul Dugan, P.E. and Michael Fischer, P.E. from Millennium Engineering; Rev. Jeri Dextiemer, Pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. Mr. Rissacher, the property owner for the East Berne cell tower site, was not in attendance. A total of six hundred (600) readings were taken in various areas around the school campus and church site and the East Berne site on Long Road. All readings taken were below the estimated values in the original Millennium report. Reports from Millennium Engineering will be submitted by Verizon’s attorney with copies to be sent to the Planning Board, Zoning Board; BKW School, the Lutheran Church and Mr. Rissacher. After acceptance by the Planning Board, the town will have the reports available for public review in the Clerk’s office.

Miller Variance – Mr. Vincent recused himself. Mr. Miller submitted a sketch plan of his proposed boundary line fence with measurements for review. Setbacks from property lines and road centerline and road shoulder and the requested amount of variance were discussed. The amount of “openness” of the fence was reviewed. 

Mr. Chartier asked Mr. Whipple if fences are considered structures; Mr. Whipple replied that according to the NYS Building Code, they are not considered structures. Mr. Lippert asked what the Town Code states; Mr. Whipple said a fence is not a structure.  

Mr. Chartier stated he would entertain a motion at this time; Mr. Lippert questioned whether the board can make a recommendation on a six foot fence when the Zoning Ordinance allows for a four foot fence.

Mr. Rockmore made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hill-Brown that, based on the applicant showing approximately 50% openness in a six foot (6) high fence, that a request for a variance for 25% open space and a variance for an additional two foot height should be forwarded to the ZBA with a recommendation for approval.  All were in favor and the motion was passed.

NEW BUSINESS

There was no new business at this time.

OTHER BUSINESS

Comprehensive Plan – Mr. Lippert stated they are up to Natural Resources, the survey results were overwhelming to protect the natural resources; the committee is half way through agriculture and should wind this up at their meeting on 8/26/10; the draft plan should be done by the middle of September with a possible public hearing in October.

Maps – Mr. Chartier has contacted Ms. Stolzenburg requesting a quote for doing work with maps from the comprehensive plan using digital software. Mr. Vincent stated how valuable it would be to have paper copies of these maps for the Town. A copy of the e-mail with requested services was submitted for the file.

Building Department – Mr. Schaming submitted a memo regarding road frontage and the absence of terminology from the charts in the printed ordinance. When the new section came out language regarding minimum road frontage was omitted. Mr. Chartier noted that the minimum road frontage is addressed in a footnote to the table, and is a requirement of the ordinance, in spite of the printing error. The board stated that road frontage is a factor that has always been considered in subdivision applications; and the Secretary will check to see if the online zoning ordinance is correct.  Mr. Schaming stated that road frontage along private roads should be clarified in the ordinance.

Rensselaerville Local Law #2-2010 pertaining to a prohibition of commercial and industrial wind energy facilities - Mr. Lippert was present at the public hearing held by the Town Board of Rensselaerville and gave a report on the comments made by speakers at that meeting.

Mr. Chartier attended the Albany County Planning Board meeting held on 8/19/10. The proposed Local Law #2-2010 was on the agenda.  He attended to listen to the discussion, noting that several of the board members apparently were unaware that the report authored by the Rensselaerville Wind Study Committee was “incorporated by reference” and they were uncomfortable that they had not reviewed it beforehand. Mr. Vernon Husek, an author of the Rensselaerville Comprehensive Plan, noted that the report, which is about 60 pages long, was not furnished to citizens before the public hearing.

There being no further business before the board, Mr. Lippert made a motion, seconded by Mr. Rockmore, to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 9:02 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Anita C. Clayton

Secretary
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