PLANNING BOARD

TOWN OF BERNE

P.O. Box 57

Berne, NY   12023

Date:  June 2, 2011

Present:  Gerard Chartier, Chairman; Mike Vincent; Katherine Hill-Brown; Alan Rockmore; 

Wayne Emory, Town Board Liaison; Tim Lippert was not in attendance.

Guests:  Richard M. Guilz, Jr.; Richard M. Guilz, Sr.; Warren Willsey; Casey Miller; Randy Bashwinger; Dawn Jordan; Arthur Frament; Robert Benac.

PUBLIC HEARINGS
Willsey Lot Line Adjustment -Mr. Rockmore, acting Chairman, called the public hearing to order at 7:05 pm.  Mr. Chartier recused himself. Mr. Willsey has an application for a lot line adjustment to straighten the boundary between his property and Richard Guilz, Jr. All required notices and mailings were done with no responses from adjoining property owners. The board members did not have any further questions or discussion; there were no questions from the guests. Mr. Vincent made a motion; seconded by Ms. Hill-Brown, to grant the lot line adjustment; all were in favor and the motion was approved.

At 7:12 pm the public hearing was turned back over to Chairman Chartier. 

Miller Lot Line Adjustment-Mr. Miller has an application for a lot line adjustment between Lots 3 & 4 both owned by the applicant, from an existing subdivision on Woodstock Road. All notices and mailings were done with no written responses from adjoining property owners. The Conservation Board and the Albany County Planning Board did not have any negative comment. Mr. Frament and Mr. Benac were present as adjoining landowners. They had no questions. Mr. Rockmore made a motion; seconded by Ms. Hill-Brown, to grant the lot line adjustment; all were in favor and the motion was approved.

REGULAR MEETING

Mr. Chartier called the regular meeting to order at 7:25 pm.  The minutes of 5/19/11 were reviewed. Katherine Hill-Brown was not in attendance, as stated, in the minutes. Page 2, Comprehensive Plan, language was added to reflect that it was a “Unanimous vote of the comprehensive plan committee to send to the Town Board.”  Mr. Rockmore made a motion, seconded by Mr. Vincent, to accept the minutes with the changes. All were in favor, Ms. Hill-Brown abstained; and the minutes were accepted.

Puzulis Variance-Mr. Lippert and Mr. Vincent performed a site visit on 5/21/11.  Mr. Vincent stated that the area of existing buildings were measured and totaled 4,332 sq. feet before the pool was considered; 4,894 sq. feet with the pool; the lot measures approximately 120 feet by 214 feet or 25,680 sq. feet; close to 20% of the parcel is developed. Mr. Lippert wrote a comment on his report “why can’t pool be placed away from property line; only need to remove 2 lilacs.”  Mr. Rockmore stated that there is a beautiful flowering fruit tree in the yard that would have to be removed and he felt they should try to save that. There was discussion regarding the front and back of the house, considering that the front of the house faces the driveway, not the road, and it was determined that the application will be for a nineteen foot (19’) side yard variance (20 feet required). The variance, if granted, would go with the property.  

Mr. Rockmore made a motion; seconded by Mr. Vincent; to forward this application to the ZBA with positive recommendation for a nineteen foot (19’) side yard variance because it is the only logical place the applicant can replace the existing pool. All were in favor and the motion was approved.

Bashwinger Variance & Historic Review-Mr. Bashwinger presented sketches of the house and proposed covered deck and pictures of the porch posts he intends to use. Mr. Vincent asked if the entrance on the porch can be placed somewhere else instead of right out the front door and into the road. He felt this would be a safety issue with children. Mr. Bashwinger asked if he could use clear Lexan panels instead of spindles. Mr. Rockmore stated that the post and spindle has more of a colonial look and the Lexan does not keep with the historic look of 1854. Mr. Chartier stated he liked the look of the spindles in the front; Mr. Rockmore agreed and stated that the board has no authority to say it has the potential for unsafe conditions; it is the homeowner’s responsibility to watch their own kids and the board should not include the safety issue in the motion. Mr. Vincent would like the wording to remain about the safety concern. Mr. Rockmore made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hill-Brown, that the applicant’s design satisfies the requirements of the historic district definition and the board strongly recommends including the railing with spindles on the front of the house. All were in favor and the motion was approved.
The area variance regarding the porch was reviewed. Mr. Chartier stated that the variance is for the extension of a porch, 7’3” lining up with the existing front façade of the house. Mr. Rockmore stated there was no additional encroachment on the setback as it was an existing building line before the zoning went into effect and made a motion to recommend approval and to forward the application to the ZBA. Ms. Hill-Brown seconded the motion; all were in favor and the motion was approved. Mr. Rockmore stated that the historic review approval should be forwarded to the ZBA along with the variance application. July 20th will be the date of the ZBA public hearing.
NEW BUSINESS

Bouck Subdivision-Mrs. Bouck approached the planning board in 2008 regarding a subdivision of land on Rock Road and Switzkill Road, being in Berne and Knox, with the majority of property being in Knox. After review of the map and planning board minutes from Knox, it was determined that Knox was the lead agency on this application. The secretary will contact Mr. Crawford, Town Assessor, regarding the property in Berne, as the tax role shows this parcel still listed under Litts, the deceased owner.

OTHER BUSINESS

Schedule of Uses – there are more definitions that need to be added. The secretary will incorporate the definitions into the schedule and forward to the members. Kathy volunteered to research options for keeping animals within hamlets and villages. The schedule of uses will be addressed at the next meeting on 6/16/11.

There being no further business before the board, Mr. Rockmore made a motion, seconded by Mr. Vincent, to adjourn the meeting; all were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 9:30 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
Anita C. Clayton,

Secretary

Approved 6-16-11
1

