PLANNING BOARD WORKSHOP

TOWN OF BERNE

P.O. Box 57

Berne, NY   12023

Date:  April 15, 2010

Present:  Gerard Chartier, Chairman; Tim Lippert; Alan Rockmore; Mike Vincent; Katherine Hill Brown.

Guests:  Dawn Jordan; Ron Jordan; Scott Green; Ms. Milenkiewicz; Jill Jones; John Clark; Dan Driscoll; Jim Cooke; Diane Cooke.

Mr. Chartier called the meeting to order at 7:10 pm.  The minutes of 3/18/10 were reviewed.  Mr. Lippert referred to page 3 where Jim Swaha was asked if he knew the results from SED’s data for their meteorological tower which has been up for three years and he wasn’t familiar with the results; didn’t know the resource; stated he was surprised at this.  Mr. Chartier said it was probably because he was in operations and construction. Mr. Lippert stated that according to their website he is a cofounder of SED and thought he would be a little more on the ball.  Mr. Lippert also wanted noted that Mr. Swaha spoke of a rotor being flung 300 feet; Mr. Jordan said it was 300 yards.  The tape was checked and Mr. Swaha stated the rotor was flung 400 feet.  Mr. Lippert made a motion to approve the minutes, Ms. Brown seconded, all were in favor and the minutes were accepted.

Mr. Chartier referred to tonight’s agenda and said he received a call and letter from Supervisor Gebe with a request from Mr. Schaming and Mr. Whipple in the Building Department to review a recommended change in the allowable fence height for the zoning ordinance.

OLD BUSINESS

Jones Subdivision – Remley Lane, Parcel Id. No.103.-1-33.15 and 103.-1-33.16

New maps were submitted to the board.  It was requested that the Albany County DOH issue an updated letter regarding the septic system design for the property.  The new maps were reviewed showing the correct building envelope and septic location. The maps were not the general format of a plat plan but the board would work with them. Mr. Rockmore made a recommendation to go forward with scheduling a public hearing.  Mr. Chartier said a site visit will be performed and the public hearing was scheduled for May 6 at 7:00p.m.

New Scotland Met Tower – Mr. Lippert stated that he wanted to know who in the New Scotland government made the SEQR determination on this matter. 

Michael Robert Subdivision – Mr. Chartier stated he received a call from Mr. Robert advising him he had second thoughts on the layout and would like access through the Lake Road side instead of the state highway.  Mr. Chartier said that Mr. Robert could sketch it out and tape it to the original drawing for use as a sketch plan.  Mr. Vincent said he would be gaining access to the state road at the end of the town road.

WORKSHOP SESSION

Residential wind ordinance – sound and noise measurement.  Mr. Chartier welcomed Mr. Dan Driscoll from the Town of Knox Planning Board.  He stated at the last workshop meeting there were many speakers present to discuss various aspects of this subject, and Dan was invited to add to the discussion. There is a great deal of interest regarding sound and sound measurement of wind turbines.

Mr. Driscoll introduced himself.  He stated he has a PHD in electrical engineering, specifically in noise and sound; he is a Board Certified Noise Control Engineer and worked with the State Public Service Commission (PSC) in that capacity and was involved in siting of power plants and specialized on the impact of noise in communities.

He explained in laymen terms the differences in varying sensitivities to frequency of sound that people have; the use of sound level meters and the sensitivity to lower and higher frequency and the common term used is a weighted sound level.  He stated that A- Weighted sound level is typical of human hearing and C -Weighted sound level is for low intensities. He talked about how sound changes all the time and how meters are used to measure sound and do statistical averages over a certain period of time, like 10 minutes. The USEPA uses a metric called the Energy Equivalent Sound Measurement, or LEQ, and measures energy equivalent to sound level during the day and night then averages them together. He stated the testers are very expensive, $10,000, are calibrated annually, and require specialized training to use. Towns should not attempt to do this testing themselves. He discussed decibel levels and how they decrease as you move away from the source. For example, if a sound measures 50 decibels at 100 feet and when you double the distance, it drops 6 decibels as you move out. Adding 10 decibels doubles the loudness. Mr. Rockmore asked if the manufacturer supplies a specification sheet with variables that effect noise, temperature, etc. Mr. Driscoll said there are charts to estimate changes due to atmospheric conditions. They use a rule of thumb that sound intensity drops approximately 6 decibels for every doubling of distance within 1000 feet. Mr. Rockmore asked which element affected sound most; Mr. Driscoll answered wind direction and speed. 

Mr. Driscoll stated that Knox has permitted residential windmills for 5 years as part of a site plan approval process but there have not been noise limits set yet, but they will be added.  Mr. Chartier stated that in Knox’s current law there is no sound or noise component in the site plan approval process. There was discussion regarding noise control. He said there are measurements in different rural communities and that criterion can be set at an acceptable level; it depends on the community or setting you live in. At 40 to 50 decibels people start complaining. He noted that 55dba is quiet conversation in a room. There was more discussion regarding distances and measurements.

Mr. Driscoll said how people are sensitive to certain types of sounds; sounds with pure tones (whistling); impulsive noise (clapping); modulated (swishing). These types of sounds are more associated with large turbines and equipment.  Noise control engineers drop noise levels by 5dba to account for that effect, i.e. instead of 40dba they use 35dba.  There was discussion regarding how vegetation, temperature and humidity act to reduce noise levels.  

The Knox Zoning Ordinance was discussed as pertains to windmills in their town. There was discussion on who is responsible for measuring sound and Mr. Lippert stated that the ordinance needs to be very clear on this. There was discussion on hiring an engineer to do this, and the towns paying for it. Mr. Driscoll stated there are companies that are Board Certified by the Institute of Noise Control Engineering.  

There currently are three residential wind turbines in Knox; two 1 kW and one 10 kW units.  One unit was installed prior to passage of their residential turbine zoning ordinance. There have been no noise complaints as a result of these units.

Mr. Chartier thanked Mr. Driscoll for speaking and stated it was very informative.

Comparison Charts – Mr. Chartier made and handed out blank copies of Table 3 to fill in and work on at the next meeting.  

Mr. Rockmore and Ms. Hill-Brown are working on the permitted use table and definitions. Mr. Rockmore spoke with Leslie Lombardo and Laura DeGaetano at the County Planning Office regarding definitions regarding farm stands and selling produce.  He felt the town should be encouraging this. He also stated that he is reviewing other ordinances to see what definitions are missing from Berne’s ordinance and he would like to make one amendment all at the same time.

Mr. Chartier spoke about the fence heights and Mr. Schaming stated that the Town Board told him to present a problematic issue and a solution once a month for change. He said, in regard to fencing, he contacted other towns and presented examples.  Mr. Schaming said other issues would be pre-existing non-conforming lots; and how many houses could be built on a single lot.  Mr. Chartier said there is an inability to put businesses in town because lots are not available. Can houses and existing buildings, not in the commercial districts, be converted to professional business use?

Mrs. Jordan stated the ACPB monthly meeting was held regarding the meteorological tower in New Scotland and there was no response from the Town of Berne regarding this and they acted on it without input. There was a great deal of discussion and confusion regarding this matter. It was stated that the Secretary is in the process of gathering information regarding that application from the county and the Town of New Scotland.

Mr. Lippert made a motion to adjourn the meeting; Ms. Hill-Brown seconded; all were in favor and the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted by,

Anita C. Clayton

Secretary
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