PLANNING BOARD
TOWN OF BERNE

P.O. Box 57

Berne, NY   12023

Date:  April 7, 2011

Present:  Gerard Chartier, Chairman; Tim Lippert; Alan Rockmore; Mike Vincent; Wayne Emory, Town Board Liaison; Katherine Hill Brown was not in attendance.

Guests:  Donald Elliott; Casey Miller; Scott Green; M. Lenkiewicz; Dawn Jordan.

Mr. Chartier opened the meeting at 7:07 pm.  The minutes of March 3, 2011 were reviewed.  Mr. Vincent made a motion, seconded by Mr. Rockmore, to accept the minutes.  All were in favor and the minutes were accepted.

NEW BUSINESS

Elliott Variance – 13 Ridge Lane – Mr. Elliott would like to extend his garage 6 feet the entire width; he is in an MDR district and this is a non-conforming undersized lot.  Mr. Chartier explained the application process.  Mr. Elliott stated he also owns on of the neighboring parcels; he will not be encroaching any closer to the other parcels.  The square footage of the garage and house were discussed; it was determined that less than 20% of the property would be developed and a one foot (1’) side yard variance is being requested.  A site visit will be performed and the matter will be placed on the agenda for May 5, 2011. The application papers were also forward to the ACPB for review.

Miller Lot Line Adjustment – Lots 3 & 4 of Meadow View Acres located on Woodstock Road – The Millers would like to move the center line 86 feet, creating a larger building lot on Lot 4.  Mr. Miller stated the reason would be to make it easier to install the septic system.  Mr. Miller stated the natural features would not be disturbed.  Mr. Miller has contacted ACHD and will need to install the well first.  Mr. Lippert requested that the building envelope be displayed on the survey map.  A site visit will be performed and the matter will be placed on the agenda for May 5, 2011.

OTHER BUSINESS

Comp plan – Mr. Lippert stated the comment period was over and the next meeting will be on 4/18/11.  They hope to finalize the plan and send it to the Town Board; electronic and printed copies will be available and the public hearing would be in 90 days from the time the Town Board receives it.

Mr. Chartier received a draft model lighting ordinance which deals with the observatory in Knox and it shows Berne as a significant light source from Bebe Road.

Residential Wind Ordinance – Mr. Chartier send emails to Attorney Conboy and Leslie Lombardo, ACPB, regarding waiver language.  Ms. Lombardo sent an ordinance from the Town of Meredith that deals with noise & setback waivers.  Mr. Rockmore reinforced his objection to the wavier and Mr. Lippert agreed that it doesn’t help the planning board to put the waivers in.  Mr. Vincent questioned why other ordinances would have the language.  There was more discussion dealing with the waiver language and wind towers for agricultural use.  This matter will be discussed again at the workshop meeting on 4/21/11.  Mr. Rockmore expressed seeing a compromise on noise levels and having it be L10 35dBA instead of L1040dBA.

Mr. Lippert distributed an article from Patty Salkin, Dean of Albany Law School, regarding conflicts of interest and violations of ethical conduct in various land use related matters.  It sites a website that Mr. Lippert stated, would help refresh the planning board’s role on protecting Berne in making decisions.

Joint Planning Meeting – Mr. Emory suggested the Town Board use their second meeting date of 4/27 to host the joint board meetings.  This will be a tentative date and Mr. Emory will advise us of the Town Board’s decision.

Solar Energy – Mr. Rockmore stated that the board should send a letter to the Building & Zoning Department stating that there should not be any issuance of a building permit for free standing solar panels; it is not in our code, does meet the definition of a structure and that the Zoning Ordinance should be amended to put it in as a site plan review.  Leslie Lombardo of the ACPB will be asked for her opinion.

Robert Subdivision – Mr. Vincent distributed pictures of the flooding on this property and will forward them to the building department.

Ms. Jordan stated that the latest version of the draft residential wind ordinance doesn’t specify one turbine.  Mr. Chartier will check into this.

Mr. Green stated that the comp plan worked very hard and that it should proceed and would be unfair to not get this going.

There being no further business before the board, Mr. Lippert made a motion, seconded by Mr. Rockmore to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 8:55 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Anita C. Clayton

Secretary

Accepted 5/5/11
