PLANNING BOARD WORKSHOP MEETING

TOWN OF BERNE

P.O. Box 57

Berne, NY   12023

Date:  March 31, 2011

Present:  Gerard Chartier, Chairman; Tim Lippert; Alan Rockmore; Mike Vincent.  Katherine Hill-Brown and Wayne Emory, Town Board Liaison, were not in attendance.
Guests:  Dawn Jordan; Scott Green; M. Lenkiewicz.

Mr. Chartier called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm.  He added some topics to the agenda; one regarding the joint planning meeting on 4/21/11.  A tentative agenda was discussed.  Mr. Rockmore stated the concentrate on the hot topic items; address 4-5 topics per year.  The comprehensive plan was discussed; committees will be set up to implement the plans/goals; the implementation chart prioritizes the seven goals and is user friendly.
Budgeting Funds for updating the Zoning Ordinance and priorities from the planning board was discussed.

The minutes from 2/17/11 were reviewed.  There was one typographical error and Mr. Lippert requested that “report” be changed to “record”.  Mr. Vincent made a motion, seconded by Mr. Rockmore to accept the minutes with the changes; Mr. Vincent, Mr. Rockmore and Mr. Lippert voted aye; Mr. Chartier abstained; and the minutes were approved.

Draft Residential Wind Ordinance
Waivers – this section was discussed again.  Mr. Rockmore made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lippert, to strike §6 Waivers, from the draft.  Mr. Rockmore and Mr. Lippert voted aye; Mr. Chartier and Mr. Vincent were opposed.  The motion was not carried.  Mr. Chartier will discuss this section with the Town Attorney.
Page 3 – definition of property was added and will read “deeded parcel of land that also appears on the town’s tax map.”

Page 5 – 4) Diagram of Wind Rose – will look up definition from AWS True Wind.

Page 7 – G will read “Wind turbines shall be designed to minimize the impacts of land clearing and the loss of open space and agricultural lands.”

J.  The word “properties” was discussed.

K.  Tubular towers were discussed; Mr. Lippert and Mr. Rockmore stated that guyed towers should be left out; Mr. Chartier stated this limits choices and this will be further discussed.

§15 A - Mr. Rockmore stated the changes were made regarding distance at the last workshop meeting due to public safety.

B. – sound pressure level was changed back to L10-40dBA.  Mr. Lippert felt it should be 35dBA.  Mr. Rockmore spoke to the person who does the application reviews at NYSERDA and was told there are no standards that they follow.
§16 B. strike Town Code Enforcement Officer and insert “Town”.

§ 17 B. strike Planning Board and insert “Town”.

§19 A. strike Local Code Enforcement Official and insert “Town”. (2 times)

B.  strike Local Code Enforcement Official and insert “Town”.

C.  strike Planning Board and insert “Town”.

Mr. Rockmore answered the public comments of 10/7/10.  The secretary will type them up.

Mr. Chartier opened the floor to the public.  Mr. Scott Green stated the Waiver section sounds vague and he is uncomfortable with it.  He thanked the board for being cautious in the drafting of the wind ordinance.

Dawn Jordan agreed that the sound pressure level should be L10-35dBA.  She felt the L10-40dBA will create sporadic complains and it would be best to go for no complaints.
There being no further business before the board, Mr. Vincent made a motion, seconded by Mr. Lippert to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Anita C. Clayton

Secretary

Approved 4-21-11
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