PLANNING BOARD

TOWN OF BERNE

PO Box 57

Berne, NY   12023

Date:  February 3, 2011

Present:  Gerard Chartier, Chairman; Tim Lippert, Alan Rockmore; Katherine Hill-Brown; Mike Vincent; Wayne Emory, Town Board Liaison.

Guests:  Michael Robert; Patrick Lounsbury; Helen Lounsbury; M. Lenkoewicz; Steve Tedder; Douglas Fisher; James Snyder; Earl Wagoner; David Wagoner; Matthew Motschmann.

PUBLIC HEARING

Stempel/Fisher/Tedder Lot Line Adjustment:

 Mr. Chartier called the public hearing to order at 7:05 pm. The board members reviewed the map showing the lot line adjustment. The language requested by the ACPB regarding the agricultural district law was added. The Conservation Board had no issues or concerns. Mr. Vincent asked Mr. Tedder to fill out a water well survey.  

Mr. Vincent made a motion, seconded by Ms. Hill-Brown, to approve the lot line adjustment, making three parcels into one lot with a single deed.  All were in favor and the motion was approved.

Mr. Lippert made a motion, seconded by Mr. Vincent, to adjourn the public hearing. All were in favor and the hearing was adjourned at 7:15 pm.

REGULAR MEETING

Mr. Chartier called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm. The minutes of 1/6/11 were reviewed. Mr. Lippert requested that language be change in the Biodiversity study paragraph. Mr. Lippert made a motion, seconded by Mr. Rockmore, to accept the minutes as amended. All were in favor and the minutes of 1/6/11 were approved.

Motschmann Lot Line Adjustment:  Matt Motschmann presented a map showing a lot line adjustment. His 0.99 acre parcel is surrounded by his parents’ property. He is proposing to annex 2.74 acres to his lot creating a 3.73 acre parcel, generally bounded by the centerline of the creek, the County road and his parent’s parcel. Said lot is zoned RAF and is a non-conforming lot. The private driveway servicing his Parent’s home was discussed, and how large a setback would be appropriate to the proposed new lot line. There also was a question whether Albany County owned or has a right of way along the County Road. The Albany County Planning Board will be contacted to answer if the County owns the road or if there is an easement and the width from the center line. Individual site visits will be scheduled and a tentative public hearing will be scheduled for 3/3/11.

Michael Robert Subdivision:  Mr. Robert presented new maps regarding his subdivision plans; the new subdivision will create three lots instead of four. It was noted that the driveways will be off of Lakeside Road instead of the main road NYS Route 157. Questions were asked regarding seasonal flooding. Mr. Robert stated he worked with Andy Bell, P.E. regarding specifications for drainage and has raised a portion of his property seven feet and has done extensive drainage work on Betts Lane. Mr. Lippert requested a copy of the specs and asked if Mr. Schaming was part of the process. Mr. Robert stated he worked with Buckman & Whitbeck Engineers, Mr. Schaming and FEMA. Mr. Vincent was concerned about the existing community septic system and the existing waterline. He asked if the wastewater from Mr. Robert’s proposed house would be piped up to Betts Road and what type of system was to be installed. Mr. Robert said it would be piped up to a location near Betts Road and it would be a raised bed. Mr. Chartier commented that the Homeowners Association system was organized as a Transportation Corporation System.

Mr. Chartier stated he would like to see a map showing the extent of the raised land. Mr. Robert said a foundation plan is being worked on and he would like to get going this year on building his house. No percolation tests have been done as yet on the two proposed house lots along NYS Route 157; this must wait until warm weather. Mr. Lippert stated that site visits will be performed on an individual basis. Mr. Rockmore would like the information from Andy Bell added to the map.  This matter will be placed on the 3/3/11 agenda.

OTHER BUSINESS

Comp Plan – The public hearing is scheduled for 2/24/11 at 7:00p.m. and will be held at the Senior Citizen Center. Copies of the draft will be available at the Town Hall, Library and on the town web site. Comments will be collected; written comments will be accepted up to two weeks after the hearing. Comments will be discussed at the committee’s 3/21/11 meeting. Mr. Chartier congratulated the committee on their hard work.

Joint planning meeting is tentatively scheduled for 4/21/11. The Comp Plan was considered as the primary topic of discussion, however Mr. Vincent has a long list of other matters that need to be discussed and resolved.

There was discussion about how the 2011 Planning Board budget money was planned out.

Mr. Vincent mentioned that he hopes the Catholic Church will be coming up for sale and not left vacant. He also had pictures he took from 2009 of the wind turbines in Lowville.

A letter was received from Helderberg Bluestone & Marble requesting an annual report on their escrow account held by the town for the Grippy Lane Quarry. The bookkeeper, Andrea Cornwell, will be asked to provide information so that Mr. Chartier can respond to Mrs. Giebitz’ request.

Questions were raised regarding the escrow for the Reidsville Quarry on Cass Hill Road.  Mr. Emory stated he would look into where this stands.

Draft Residential Wind Ordinance – Mr. Chartier asked Mr. Rockmore to chair the February workshop as he will be out of town. Mr. Rockmore said he would and expressed concern about addressing the comments that were made. The members stated that they have all papers presented at the workshop and will address each section.

Ms. Lenkoewicz stated she went on the website www.antenna search.com for our area and there are 209 antennas and 19 towers listed.

The grant money received from Hudsonia was discussed. Mr. Emory will look into the amount left from the grant.  The members would like to use any remaining funds to print maps from the Comp Plan.

There being no further issues before the board, Mr. Rockmore made a motion; seconded by Mr. Vincent to adjourn the meeting. All were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 9 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Anita C. Clayton

Secretary

Final copy

Approved 3-3-11
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