PLANNING BOARD
TOWN OF BERNE

P.O. Box 57

Berne, NY   12023

Date:  October 6, 2011

Present:  Gerard Chartier, Chairman; Tim Lippert; Alan Rockmore; Mike Vincent; Wayne Emory, Town Board Liaison.  Katherine Hill-Brown was not in attendance.

Guests:  Matthew Fennelly; Scott Green; Ed Hampton.

Mr. Chartier called the meeting to order at 7:07 pm. The minutes of 9/15/11 were reviewed. Mr. Vincent made a motion, seconded by Mr. Rockmore to approve the minutes. All were in favor and the minutes were accepted.

OLD BUSINESS

Bertrand – Mr. Vincent recused himself from discussion. The secretary advised the board members that a variance application has been submitted and will be forwarded to the ZBA.  How to proceed with this application was discussed. Mr. Rockmore stated that the ordinance regarding Woodstock Lake needs to be straightened up and the board should continue to work with Woodstock Lake and this application should not be tied in to that but kept a separate matter. Mr. Lippert felt that approval cannot be recommended because the size of the Bertrand’s trailer does not fit the definition in our ordinance. Mr. Rockmore requested that the recommendation be tabled until the meeting of 10/20/2011.  The members were in agreement.

NEW BUSINESS

Fennelly Subdivision – Mr. Fennelly addressed the board regarding a possible subdivision application for his property on Joslyn School Road. He would like to subdivide his 126 acre parcel into two lots in order to sell them. The dividing point would be the town road. The board stated they could not waive the land survey and suggested Mr. Fennelly contact some surveyors and then return to the board.

Hampton SUP/Variance – Mr. Hampton stated he would like to open an auto repair shop on his property located at 1927 Switzkill Road. The application does not meet the intent of a home occupation and this would be considered a commercial venture/public garage which is not permitted in an RAF zone. After discussion, the board advised Mr. Hampton to draft a business plan and return to the meeting on 10/20/2011.

OTHER BUSINESS

Meeting Schedule – As in the past, the planning board will hold one meeting in November on 11/3/11 and one meeting in December on 12/1/11. Also, workshop meetings will be scheduled on the 3rd Thursday of each month from January through April 2012. The secretary will post the necessary legal notices.

Hydrofracking – Mr. Lippert discussed issues regarding hydrofracking. He strongly urged the town to figure out what it wants to do regarding this issue and suggested prohibiting extraction; change the current zoning or adopt the Comprehensive Plan and recommendation which would prohibit hydrofracking. He reported on the County Legislature meeting where the bill regarding banning hydrofracking was tabled because the language was felt to be not strong enough and the town hall meeting in Schoharie with Paul Tonko that he attended. Mr. Lippert made a motion to recommend that the Town Board put the hydrofracking issue on their agenda for the October 12th meeting.  There was no second to the motion and the motion failed. Mr. Emory stated that the town will push forward with the Comprehensive Plan.
Mr. Green stated the he did not want to loose his clean water and the matter regarding hydrofracking should not wait.

There being no further business before the board; Mr. Rockmore made a motion, seconded by Mr. Vincent to adjourn the meeting; all were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Anita C. Clayton

Secretary

Approved 10/20/11
