PLANNING BOARD

TOWN OF BERNE

P.O. Box 57

Berne, NY   12023

Date:  April 1, 2010

Present:  Gerard Chartier, Chairman; Tim Lippert; Alan Rockmore; Mike Vincent; Wayne Emory, Town Board Liaison; Katherine Hill-Brown was not in attendance.

Guests:  Brian & Jill Jones

Mr. Chartier called the meeting to order at 7:15 p.m. The minutes of March 4, 2010 were reviewed.  Mr. Vincent questioned the term “wild land” in paragraph 3, 3rd sentence. Mr. Chartier stated that he did use that term. Mr. Vincent also questioned the 86 acres being a non-buildable lot at this time. Mr. Rockmore stated that was what the Tryon’s wanted.  Mr. Chartier stated that the 86 acre parcel was a non-buildable lot because the Tryon’s did not want to do a percolation test or the other requirements for a buildable lot at this time. The focus was to subdivide the 11 acre parcel with the house so it could be put up for sale. After this discussion, Mr. Rockmore made a motion to accept the minutes; Mr. Vincent seconded; Mr. Lippert abstained, and the minutes were accepted.

OLD BUSINESS

Jones Subdivision – Mr. Jones is combining two adjacent lots into one and then subdividing out a 5 acre lot to build a home for his mother. Mr. Jones provided the board with a copy of the proposed subdivision map, a letter from the Albany County DOH dated 9/9/06 regarding well water analysis and a yield test record dated 9/29/06.  

It was established that Remley Lane is a town road and is zoned RAF. The map that Mr. Jones had was not a complete and accurate survey map and the board asked him to have the map redrawn to include all the proper requirements of the zoning ordinance and subdivision regulations. The board also requested that Mr. Jones contact the Albany County DOH to request an updated letter regarding acceptability of the well and septic system design on the proposed 5 acre lot. Mr. Jones stated that he is selling the 5 acre lot to his mother so she can build a house on it. Mr. Vincent asked what will happen to the lot when his mom passes on. Mr. Jones said it would be sold. Mr. Jones stated that the previous owners were going to build a house and there was plenty of distance between the two lots. Mr. Jones was advised that new deeds would need to be drawn and he stated he was aware of that and his lawyer would be handling the matter. 

After further discussion regarding the proper subdivision maps, this application will be sent to the Conservation Board for a site review and the planning board members will perform a site visit. Mr. Jones was advised that he would be put on the workshop agenda on April 15, 2010, providing the proper maps were ready, so that the matter could be moved ahead for a public hearing on May 6, 2010.

NEW BUSINESS

Albany County Planning Board sent an e-mail to Mr. Chartier advising him of a request for siting of a meteorological research tower of 170 feet in height in the Town of New Scotland at 345 Pinnacle Road. The Town of Berne is an adjacent municipality within 500 feet of the project site. This matter was discussed and it was agreed that the secretary would contact the New Scotland Building Inspector to get more information regarding this matter.

OTHER BUSINESS

Mr. Vincent stated that he would attend the Helderberg Community Energy bus tour of commercial wind farms in Madison County on May 22, 2010 along with Mr. Chartier and Mr. Carsten.

Verizon Wireless – The secretary received an e-mail from Mr. Cusack advising us that Attorney David Brennan would be handling this matter in his absence. The secretary will contact Mr. Brennan regarding the testing of the cell towers.

Comprehensive Plan – Mr. Lippert said they are running out of money and the committee was requested to be done on time, which he felt they would be. The committee has prepared its recommendations on residential and small wind turbines to the Town Board. This document is titled, “Draft Statement on Small Wind Development in Berne”. The committee voted to send it on to the Town Board.  He stated that based on the surveys and meetings, people want small wind using appropriate siting, visual, sound, setbacks, etc. Mr. Emory stated that the comprehensive plan group is providing background gathered on that particular topic to be used for recommendations in the ordinance, and that it is merely a “draft”.  Mr. Lippert said it is not law, just a draft, and should be done by end of this summer. He noted that there is a new agricultural lands map up for discussion, but there will not be a build-out map.  

Draft Residential Wind Ordinance – Mr. Chartier stated that he felt the last workshop meeting went well, and much valuable information was gathered from the speakers. He stated that Mr. Daniel Driscoll, member of the Knox Planning Board, would be invited to the workshop on 4/15/10 to discuss sound and noise measurement. Mr. Rockmore felt the board should start honing in on specific items without language regarding zones; setbacks; noise, etc., and then put in language. The first step would be to determine where there is agreement, so the board may discuss the remaining aspects.

Zoning Ordinance - the planning board will start at the next meeting to work on the ordinance and permitted use table and corresponding definitions.

Mr. Chartier informed the board of the meeting on 3/24/10 with the Town Board and that Mr. Vincent was also in attendance. Mr. Emory advised that he is working with Mr. Golden and they will meet with one subcommittee of each board, one at a time.  The Zoning Board’s involvement to be part of the process of cleaning up the files was discussed.  Mr. Chartier and Mr. Vincent will meet with Mr. Emory and Mr. Golden on 4/19/10 to discuss special use permits, zoning, fees and other related matters.

The matter of a new town map was discussed.  Mr. Lippert said an official town map is filed with the County. It was noted that a large number of specialized maps have been developed as part of the comprehensive planning process.

Mr. Vincent stated he attended the ZBA meeting on 3/17/10 and there was discussion regarding distances and measurements pertaining to a requested area variance. He asked the board members to be sure to include them in their site reviews and to make sure they are on the site plans.

There being no further business before the board, Mr. Lippert made a motion to adjourn; Mr. Vincent seconded, all were in favor and the meeting was adjourned at 9:20 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Anita C. Clayton,

Secretary
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