
Minutes of the Town of Berne Conservation Board March 7, 2011

Present: Randy Grippin, Jon Kusler, Kathy Moore, Nancy Engel, Tom Conklin

Guest: Jim Hamilton

Meeting called to order 7:05 PM

Minutes of the February meeting were approved.  

Sustainable Forestry Workshop:

We had planned to do this in spring or early summer, with Mike Greason’s help.  However, Mr. Greason died unexpectedly on March 8.  The CB will have to discuss whether and how to proceed.  Kathy had been communicating with Mike Greason and Tom Wolfe of Knox about this.  TGI property would be an interesting stop on this tour.  Should we get someone from DEC?  Particularly to discuss/defend the clearcut on Cole Hill.  Jon suggested that we draft a letter to DEC pointing out that state statute concerning Conservation Boards supports the role of such Boards in interactions with the DEC. 

Site Reviews:
Jon, Nancy, Kathy and Randy did a site visit on 2/14/11.  We are still developing a report on the proposed action.  Jon suggested that we pose questions in our report.  Where is the septic tank for the barn?  Where is the septic tank for the new house.  What is happening with the old “stuff”?.  He is questioning the effect of having a septic tank near a public water supply.  

Jon will draft a portion of the report. We need basic flood information statistics.  This information should be available at the FEMA website.  KM will try to obtain this information. 

Randy has not gotten over to the Motschmann property yet.  He still intends to.:  Lot line adjustment on Ravine Road. “Any activity in the Switzkill will need appropriate permits from DEC, Army Corps of Engineers and under the Town of Berne floodplain management ordinance.” 

Communications: A Conservation Board Facebook page would be a way to publicize events, have discussions about issues, etc..  Jim Hamilton will look into this.  We need an email address for the CB; we can get one through MaryAnn Ronconi.  
Next meeting April 11 at 7:00 PM (note new time). (Randy will let us know if there is business to justify a meeting). 

Meeting Adjourned, 8:10 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,                               

Kathleen E. Moore


