
Minutes of the Town of Berne Conservation Board November 8, 2010

Present: Tom Conklin, Randy Grippin, Jon Kusler, Kathy Moore

Meeting called to order 7:25 PM

Minutes of the October meeting were approved.    

Nancy Engel has been approved as the newest member of the Conservation Board.  

We discussed the desirability of updating the inventories, concentrating on areas that are special in some way, or have undergone significant change since the original inventories were done.  Randy brought out the maps that the Biodiversity study did 2 years ago, in and near Partridge Run.  

Jon Kusler researched a variety of legal documents related to the CB’s responsibilities.  He found the bylaws (adopted in 1984) which include the, duties, and responsibilities… “shall keep an inventory and map all …wetlands” etc.  Documenting Open Space Index and potential impact of any proposed development on open space and the OSI.  Berne’s zoning code states that landscape shall be maintained in as natural a state as possible.  He also copied the New York Recreational Use Statute, and the statute that sets forward the responsibilities for a Conservation Board or Conservation Council.  Jon will copy these documents and make them available for the CB.  

One of the things that Jon found was that there is a mechanism in state law for the CB to call on the DEC to provide notification about actions that may be in conflict with the Town’s zoning code.  We would like advance notice and a hearing whenever the state plans to conduct more clear-cutting such as that done on Cole Hill.  

Jon has been talking with several people in the Town about extending the Long Path, possibly through the TGI property.  There is some interest among a group of people in constructing a composite map of all the trails in the Town.

Site Reviews:

We looked at the map provided for the lot line adjustment on Woodstock Road for McCann and Winn.  We determined that there is no need for the CB to look at this adjustment.  

Communications: A Conservation Board Facebook page would be a way to publicize events, have discussions about issues, etc..

Switzkill Natural Area:

Signage still needed.  What is our budget?  How much is left? Tom C will get estimates on what the cost would be for new signage. 

Next meeting December 6, 2010 at 7:00 PM (note new time).

Meeting Adjourned 8:35 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,                                Kathleen E. Moore


