PLANNING BOARD

TOWN OF BERNE

P.O. Box 57

Berne, NY   12023

Date:  June 18, 2009

Present:  Gerard Chartier, Chairman; Tim Lippert; Alan Rockmore; Mike Vincent; Wayne Emory, Town Board Liaison; Joseph Whipple, Code Enforcement Officer; Katherine Hill-Brown was not in attendance.

Guests:  Lisa Mann; Carl & Katherine Walls.

Mr. Chartier called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  The minutes of 6/4/09 were reviewed.  Mr. Rockmore requested that on page 2, 2nd paragraph, the word East be added to the Berne Hamlet Study; and under Lobao, that Joe’s name be changed to Mr. Whipple.  Mr. Vincent suggested that Mr. Whipple’s name be added under guests.  Mr. Lippert made a motion to approve the minutes with the above changes; Mr. Vincent seconded, all were in favor and the minutes as amended were approved.

Mr. Chartier had originally included the Fischer’s on the agenda but they were not present at the meeting.  The Wall’s were present to discuss a possible subdivision and they were added to the agenda.

OLD BUSINESS

Mann/Hannan – Ms. Mann thanked the board for seeing her, as she was not on the agenda.  She stated that the SPDES permit was granted on 6/16/09 and is effective on 8/1/09 for a period of 5 years.  Mr. Vincent read the sheet of parameters and discussed the testing of the water quality with Ms. Mann.  Mr. Chartier asked if Ms. Mann would need to hire someone to do the testing.  Mr. Rockmore replied she could do it herself.  Mr. Vincent stated that you get special bottles from Bender Lab for each sample.  He advised Ms. Mann to make sure the sign with the permit discharge number was posted by the discharge pipe, as required by the DEC.  The secretary had spoken to Mr. Whipple regarding inspection of the building and he informed her that as soon as Mr. Schaming returns, a date would be set.

Ms. Mann advised the board that she has started landscaping and presented the board members with a sketch she had drawn and stated that she would have a measured drawing from Buckman & Whitbeck for the July meeting.  Mr. Chartier had taken pictures of the improvements on his cell phone and showed the planter boxes and stone wall to the board members.  The members reviewed the sketch.  Mr. Lippert asked if there would be any on street parking to which Ms. Mann replied “no”.  Ms. Mann noted that the remainder of the improvements would be completed when the weather dried up.

It was agreed that the board members would meet at 6:45 p.m. on Thursday, July 2, 2009 for a site inspection of the landscaping.

Helderberg Bluestone – A Zoning Board of Appeals public hearing has been scheduled for June 29, 2009 at 7:00 p.m.  The secretary informed the board that all materials have been sent to ACPB and that the proper mailings and notifications have been done.  Mr. Vincent and Mr. Lippert stated they would try to attend.  Mr. Whipple stopped into the meeting to ask some questions regarding the escrow account and the contractual agreement between Helderberg Bluestone & Marble and Carver Sand & Gravel. Mr. Whipple asked if Helderberg Bluestone & Marble would be left holding the bag for reclamation, if Carver left the mine before that time.  It was noted that Helderberg is the holder of the DEC permit.  Mr. Rockmore stated that DEC requires a bond for reclamation purposes. Mr. Lippert stated we do not know the arrangement with DEC and questioned whether they could be reducing the bond.  Mr. Chartier stated that he was upset with both DEC and DMV; that the State agencies issuing permits should have more interaction and have a responsibility to the Town.  Mr. Chartier said that Lamont had contacted DEC staff on behalf of the Town of Berne regarding the reclamation plan, but that DEC had made no effort to work with the Town of Berne during the renewal process.

Mr. Emory stated that the escrow amount was guaranteed to maintain the scope of the project.
Evangel Church – A Zoning Board of Appeals public hearing has been scheduled for June 29, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. for the renewal of the Special Use Permit.  Mr. Rockmore made a motion to recommend approval of the extension of the Special Use Permit with the same conditions set forth on 7/7/08.  Mr. Lippert seconded this motion, and the members began discussion of the application.

Mr. Vincent asked Mrs. Carney to give an update of the work that has been done in the last year.  Mrs. Carney said most of the windows have been boarded up; the front porch has been torn off and the side porch will be removed soon; the dining hall has a new roof and they have removed 5 truck loads of scrap metal that was left on the property.  The water system is in the process of being hooked up.  The filter and chlorine disinfection system has been purchased and the pump house will be built soon.  She advised the board that the Pastor has contacted volunteer construction workers to come up on 6/26/09 to begin to bring the dormitory up to code.  Mr. Vincent stated that they have done a lot in the last year.

Mr. Chartier asked if the church has hired a contractor for the septic system.  Mrs. Carney replied that they have not and hope to by this summer.  She stated it is a large financial undertaking.  Mr. Chartier said that Buckman & Whitbeck are the engineers of record and that they would need to inspect and oversee the construction and start-up of the project.

At this time the motion was brought back for a vote and all were in favor of a positive recommendation.  A memo will be sent to the Chairman of the Zoning Board.

Mrs. Carney asked if she needed to bring anything to the hearing and Mr. Chartier suggested she brings pictures of the progress they have made.
Lobao – no action at this time.

NEW BUSINESS

Walls – Carl and Katherine Walls were present to discuss subdivision of their property located at Number 1401 Bradt Hollow Road.  They would like to create 2 lots for their children.  They own 168 acres and would like to create one 1½ acre lot and one 4-acre lot.  They presently have 50 acres of corn, and are in an agricultural district. The front of their parcel, where the two new lots are located, is zoned MDR which has a minimum lot size of 1 ½ acres.  Mr. Rockmore asked Mr. Walls if he was creating two buildable lots for his children.  The Walls said that is what they would like to do.  Mr. Rockmore suggested giving them relief from the survey requirement due to the size of the parcel.  He suggested that just the two lots be surveyed.  Mr. Chartier asked if they had a surveyor and the Walls responded they had not yet hired one.  Mr. Vincent asked if they were using the tree line as a boundary and the Walls stated the line was just beyond the trees so the children could have the trees on their property.  Mr. Chartier explained the process of subdivision and asked the Walls to come back after the survey was completed and to show the building envelopes, wells, septic systems and driveways.  Mr. Vincent said this was necessary for the Health Department to deem them buildable lots. An Agricultural Data Sheet form was provided for them to fill out.

OTHER BUSINESS

Reidsville Quarry – Mr. Chartier stated that he recommended to Mr. Crosier and Mr. Conboy that the abandoned escrow account of $2,000 plus should be used for site restoration.  It was noted that there is no performance bond. He stated he was informed that the money could not be returned to the property owners and someone would have to be hired to do the work.  He stated that the Conservation Board would like to help.  Mr. Rockmore asked what action we should be taking and Mr. Chartier said that a letter should be sent to the permit holder to get the process started.

Mr. Lippert made a motion that the Secretary prepare a letter from the Town Supervisor to the permit holder, to be sent by certified mail, return receipt requested, stating that the escrow account will be considered abandoned if a response is not received within thirty days and that the Town will take action to use the funds for the purpose of restoration at the quarry.  Mr. Rockmore seconded and all were in favor.

Comp plan update – Mr. Lippert said there was nothing new to report since the last planning board meeting because the Comprehensive Plan Committee meets the 4th Thursday of the month.  The survey is getting closer to completion, and should be around 4 pages long.

Special Use Permits – Mr. Emory stated that the letter from the Planning Board to the Town Board was read and discussed at the June Town Board meeting.  Mr. Chartier stated he had not received a response as yet from Mr. Crosier.  Mr. Emory said it was the consensus of the Town Board that the Planning Board, Building and Zoning Department and Zoning Board meet and draft policies and procedures for monitoring the permits for the Town Board’s review.

Mr. Lippert said we should make this the agenda for the second July meeting.  Mr. Chartier said he would prepare an announcement that the 7/16/09 meeting would be a joint workshop meeting.  Mr. Rockmore asked if a list of items that have to be covered pertaining to Special Use Permit procedures could be discussed at the 7/2/09 meeting.  Mr. Chartier said he would send a memo to the board and ask the Secretary to surface mail the written invitation to each member of the involved boards and departments.

There being no further business before the board, Mr. Vincent made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Mr. Rockmore seconded and all were in favor.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Anita C. Clayton

Secretary

Final Draft

