PLANNING BOARD

TOWN OF BERNE

P.O. Box 57

Berne, NY   12023

Date:  September 3, 2009

Present:  Gerard Chartier, Chairman; Katherine Hill-Brown; Tim Lippert; Alan Rockmore; Mike Vincent; Wayne Emory, Town Board Liaison. The secretary was not in attendance.

Guests:  Willard Osterhout; Bernie Nagengast; Bob & Sue Rivers; Joyce & Jerry Nocella; John & Sheri Pittz.

Mr. Chartier called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.  The minutes of 8/20/09 were reviewed.  Mr. Lippert suggested adding the number of members from Warner’s Lake Association that were in attendance and also stated that the comp plan survey would be tabulated by Ms. Stolzenburg’s company and not by the town.  Mr. Lippert made a motion to approve the minutes with these changes; Mr. Rockmore seconded, Ms. Hill-Brown abstained, and all were in favor.

Mr. Chartier stated that some of the matters on the agenda would be bypassed as the applicants were not in attendance.

OLD BUSINESS

Dibble – A letter was received from Mark & Diane Dibble, 2915 Berne-Altamont Road, dated 9/2/09.  Mr. Chartier read the letter for the record.  Regarding the previous application to put up a shed, Mr. Schaming informed Mr. Chartier that the Dibble’s planned to move the prefabricated shed to the back of the property.  Therefore, they were not required to come before the board.  However, they would like to replace the deck on the front of their house.  Mr. Chartier will contact Mr. Schaming regarding the proper instructions and to find out why they would be required to come before this board and what review standards would apply.

Emmerich – Mr. Emmerich was not present and we are waiting for revised plans on his subdivision on property on Bridge Road.

Nagengast – Mrs. Nagengast was not present regarding her subdivision on Dyer Road. However, Mr. Bernie Nagengast was present as a guest and was questioning the amount of acreage necessary to build in that zoning district.  Mr. Chartier thought it was MDR and required 1 ½ minimum acres.  Mr. Nagengast stated that when he purchased the property is was RAF and required 5 minimum acres.  Mr. Chartier stated that the map was unclear, and the matter will be researched further in order to clarify the proper zoning.  Mr. Rockmore filed the site inspection report.  Mr. Vincent asked Mr. Nagengast if he had any well information and if he could provide this board with it.

Tanski - Mr. & Mrs. Tanski were not present; however seven members from the Warner’s Lake Association were in the audience. Mr. Chartier stated he contacted Ms. Patricia Pinder from DEC regarding the permit application that the Tanski’s filed.  He invited DEC and the Corps of Engineers to attend a future planning board meeting.  Ms. Pinder informed him that the Tanski’s were requested to revise their proposal.  Mr. Rockmore stated that the COE asked the Lake Association for their opinion on this project, (said letter in file).  A list of property owners on Dyer Road was submitted for the file for future mailings.

There was discussion regarding the lowering of the lake and how it was requested and determined.  The lake will be lowered two to three feet from 10/1/09-10/15/09.

Mr. Chartier stated again that the planning board has no authority regarding the DEC permit and felt more lake association members were concerned with that than the requested area variance.  Mr. Rockmore stated that there are many questions that need to be clarified on the variance and there were still many concerns about the proposed reconstruction of the dwelling.

The members previously asked for pictures from the Tanski’s that show projects that their contractor had successfully completed.  Mr. Chartier presented photos he took during the site inspection during August.

There was a great deal of discussion regarding concern over road damage and the broken culvert that resulted from the logging equipment the Tanski’s neighbor and relatives brought in. There were questions regarding restricting use on a private road.  It was asked if the association had any recourse for keeping the road in good repair.  It was stated by the board that a recommendation could be made to the ZBA as part of the approval conditions for the variance that the Tanski’s put up a bond for any potential damage to the road.

Mr. Chartier stated that the planning board is waiting for more information from the Tanski’s, i.e. a final map showing the proposed house foot print, so that the amount of variance requested can be determined.  Mr. Chartier reminded the residents present that after the application is sent to the ZBA, there will be a public hearing where everyone will have a chance to speak and ask questions.

There were questions regarding the Tanski’s septic system.  With regards to the septic system, the planning board requested that the Tanski’s contact Countryside Septic to see if they had any records or drawings of this system.  This company is used by the Tanski’s to pump the system every year and was not necessarily the company that installed it.

Mr. Vincent told the association members that this was not a designated snowmobile trail and they could post it and there was no organization for four wheelers.

OTHER BUSINESS
Agenda planning – it was discussed whether an agenda could be prepared at least two days before the meeting so the members and secretary could have a chance to be prepared.  There was discussion regarding late requests and walk-ins and how to handle them.

Subdivision and annexations – Mr. Chartier stated he spoke with an attorney representing a resident in the Berne hamlet on questions regarding annexing or combining two small adjacent parcels.  These lots are extremely small and it would be beneficial to the owner to have a single larger parcel.  Mr. Chartier said that he explained to the attorney that in Berne this would be handled as a subdivision application, though many of the application requirements, and the public hearing, could be waived by the board.  He strongly advised that the owner have a survey done, and that a proposed deed for the combined parcel must be submitted with the application.

Reidsville Quarry – a letter has not been sent as of yet to Mr. Knapp and Mr. Chartier asked Mr. Emory to check on this matter with the Town Board.

Training – four members will be attending the training in Duanesburg on October 24, 2009, and Mr. Chartier asked the secretary to handle the voucher and applications.

Comp plan – Mr. Lippert updated the board; the survey is out and coming back in; a focus group meeting will be held on 9/19/09 at 9:45 am at the Senior Citizen Center. An agriculture sub-group has been formed.

There being no further matters before the board; the meeting was adjourned at 9:15 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Anita C. Clayton

Secretary
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