
Minutes of the Town of Berne Conservation Board May 11, 2009

Present:  Jon Kusler, Tom Conklin, Kathy Moore, Terry Schwendeman

Meeting called to order 7:30 PM

Newsletter:  Kathy will write an article for the newsletter on timber theft and invasive species.  The newsletter deadline is this month.

Wind Energy:  The moratorium is in effect.  Drafting of a wind ordinance awaits the direction of the Town Board.

Continuing Education:  A presentation on the Onesquethaw watershed is available.  Terry plans to see if they want to come do their presentation for us.  A similar presentation was done some years ago; this has been an ongoing research project, so an update might be in order.

Jon K.is looking into educational opportunities regarding wetlands delineation. New York has a wetlands delineation manual (not a regulatory document); Jon will try to get a copy of the manual for the CB.

Helderberg Bluestone:  The PB has not finished their discussions on the Grippy Mine.  The CB’s site review was sent to the PB about one month ago.  Reclamation of the site is not to be funded from the escrow fund; instead this comes from a DEC bond.  The PB is discussing the possibility of reducing escrow to $5K.  Terry read portions of the PB minutes regarding reclamation of the site; it seems to the CB that a plan for reclamation should be drafted, rather than putting it off until the mining is complete.  Jon suggested that the matter of whether there is a large amount of sediment leaving the site in a heavy rain should be evaluated; he suggested that the mine owners do this evaluation themselves following a heavy rain.  In the event that there is significant sediment runoff, it seems that it would be a relatively simple matter to rectify with the use of berms.  Terry will discuss this with Gerry Chartier.

Fox Creek Park:  Tom volunteered to go to the park and assess the maintenance needs, and make a list.  Terry noted that there appeared to have been some vandalism.

Switzkill Natural Area:

Terry has contacted Nancy Engel regarding when we could do a survey of plants at the Switzkill Natural area.  She is awaiting a reply. 

We need a projected date for the trail construction. It seems practical to start this project, with community involvement, in June;  we will announce the date of June 20 or 27th, depending on when the High School graduation is (we are trying to avoid a conflict with this date).  Volunteers will be asked to bring pruners, wheelbarrows, boots, lunch, drinking water, insect repellent.  The trail should first be flagged; we plan to meet at the Natural Area on Thursday May 14 at 9 AM to do the flagging.  Terry was told that the Town doesn’t have much in the way of chips right now; Kathy will try to get in touch with someone regarding a source of wood chips.  Tom will also look into whether the Town might be a supply of chips as a result of roadside cleanup from the December ice storm.  Kathy will also get in touch with someone regarding establishing a First Aid station on the work day.  Terry will ask Pat Favreau if a waiver or release would be required for volunteers to do the trail work.  Jon will bring his presentation on board walk design to the next CB meeting. 

Next meeting June 8, 2009.

Meeting Adjourned 9:00 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,                                    Kathleen E. Moore

