
Minutes of the Town of Berne Conservation Board April 5, 2010

Present: Randy Grippin, Jon Kusler, Kathy Moore, Terry Schwendeman; Jim Hamilton for the Town Board

Meeting called to order 7:35 PM

Randy moved that the minutes of the March meeting be approved.  They were.   

Newsletter: Terry is thinking of doing a Town newsletter article about the inventories, which she has been putting in electronic format.  

Other thoughts re: newsletter:  we had already discussed the possibility of using the Town newsletter to promote the idea of a sustainable forest management workshop and provide a web address where people could sign up or express interest.  Notices should be posted in Berne store and the Post Office.  Interest could be generated with questions like,  “Are you interested in how to make more money from your woodlot? Improving hunting? “

Fox Creek Trail:  Terry was unable to reach Nancy Becker. she is still pursuing another contact with her.  

Park Management Plan: Kathy and Tom are continuing to work on it.

It was reported that the topic of Compensation for CB met with “chuckles” at the Town Board meeting.  The Town has no funds available. It was suggested that we could include this in 2011’s budget.

Wetlands delineation training:  Jon proposed that we could combine some of the slide resources he has with a field presentation by Steve Brown. We will pursue this idea. 

Switzkill Natural Area: Terry suggested that we should put together a brochure about it with trails, likely animal & plant sightings. Jon is interested.  The kiosk and the sign by the road need repair.  More chips are needed for trails.  New GPS points needed for the “final” trail map, and a list of things to look for (birds, plants, etc..).  

Forest Management/Stewardship training/workshop: 

Kathy has received responses from Marilyn W and Mike G. Each had a positive response to the idea and suggested they might be willing to be involved.

We discussed the importance of forested buffers for wetlands and streams.  Terry suggested that we could look at zoning regulations for wetland buffers. Randy brought an article about forested buffers in PA.  

Site Reviews:

2 barns  & a garage are under consideration. Terry will take a look at these projects and see if we need to get involved.

Jones: Lot line adjustment requested for a subdivision.  Terry will contact the landowner.  We will meet at 7:50 AM Friday morning April 9 at the Town Hall to make a site visit. 

Next meeting May 10, 2010.

Meeting Adjourned 8:30 PM.

Respectfully Submitted,                                    Kathleen E. Moore


