
Minutes of the Town of Berne Conservation Board February 8, 2010

Present:   Kathy Moore, Tom Conklin,Terry Schwendeman, Randy Grippin

Randy’s new email: gmail.com

Meeting called to order 7:30 PM

Terry moved that the minutes of the January meeting be approved. Minutes accepted.

Old Business: 

Terry responded on behalf of the CB to DEC’s questionnaire regarding “Tools for Protecting Nature in Your Community”.

Terry acted as a liaison for Mike Willsey’s interest in having the Long Path go through the TGI property.

Re: Joint meeting of boards:  Terry questioned the way the timber harvesting discussion was presented in the minutes. She will seek to have this clarified, as we were only in the initial stages of discussing this. 

Site Reviews

Roberts/Walker near Thompson’s Lake.  Subdivision 3, 1.5-ac lots out of ~50 ac.  Zoned MDR.  The CB doesn’t see a need to do a formal site review of this action.  We will look at previous site reviews in this area, because the area closer to the Lake and along Betts Rd is zoned RAF.   

New Business:

Fox Creek Trail: Terry talked with Nancy Becker re: possibility of a trail from the park to school.   (Terry had previously sent a letter, to which she did not receive an answer).  Ms. Becker was favorably disposed to the idea of the trail and said she would approach the other members of her family, who have an interest in the property.  

Proposed Park Management Plan:   Kathy will email the notes that Tom Conklin and she developed, to the CB for comment. After comments are received, Kathy will develop the notes and comments into a draft plan.

Timber Harvesting:  We discussed timber harvesting ordinances in general, in light of some presentations & materials that Kathy obtained at a NYSAF meeting in  Syracuse in January. The motivation of the Conservation Board is to inspire or promote more sustainable forest management in the Town.  To that end it seems that an ordinance is not the best approach since such ordinances typically result in unintended consequences and less sustainability, not more. In the CB’s discussion it was agreed that  education is the best route. We decided to try to use the Town newsletter to query about interest in a forest management workshop.   Kathy will contact Marilyn Wyman & Coop Extension, as well as NYFOA, to see what the best way to organize something like this would be.  The workshop would focus on the potential for management of woodlots.  The CB discussed whether more elementary topics, like tree identification, might also be desirable at such an event. We talked about the best/most practical approaches to educating the public about sustainable forestry.

Meeting Adjourned 8:50 PM

Next Meeting March 8, 2010 at 7:30.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kathleen E. Moore


