
Minutes of the Town of Berne Conservation Board March 8, 2010

Present:   Kathy Moore, Jon Kusler, Tom Conklin,Terry Schwendeman, Randy Grippin, Jim Hamilton (liason to Town Board). 

Meeting called to order 7:30 PM

Randy moved that the minutes of the February meeting be approved. Minutes accepted.

Old Business: 

Terry has acted as a liaison for Mike Willsey’s interest in having the Long Path go through the TGI property. Mike Willsey gave Terry a document describing NYS law that allows landowners to grant access for trail systems without incurring liability and a sample agreement that the Long Path uses with landowners.  These documents may be helpful in developing the necessary agreements for advancing the cause of the Fox Creek Trail.  

Previously, Terry had talked with Nancy Becker regarding the possibility of a trail from the park to school  Ms. Becker was favorably disposed to the idea of the trail and said she would approach the other members of her family, who have an interest in the property.

Switzkill Trail:   Kiosk could stand some work.  Terry has typed this inventory see “Inventories”, below.  We discussed whether the Iroquois gas company has the records with the survey & property boundaries.  

Tom pointed out that National Trails Day is the first Saturday in June (5th). This might make a 

Kiosk needs to be cleaned up and a new brochure could be made.  Terry thinks that  
Newsletter article: We discussed who might an article for the next newsletter, and what the topic might be.  Jon will consider writing something about hiking trails in the Town. National Trails Day could be highlighted.  What is the next newsletter date?

Site Reviews

Roberts/Walker near Thompson’s Lake.  Terry sent in the previous Walker property site review.    

New Business:

Re: HCE bus trip to wind farms of Madison County on May 22.

Building and Zoning has been communicating more promptly and effectively with Terry  (improvement here.)

There is a minor subdivision (Brian Jones on 11 Remley Lane) proposed.   We don’t have maps etc. yet.  

Inventories: Terry has been typing the natural resource inventories that were done prior to the establishment of the Conservation Board and sending them on in electronic format.   

Proposed Park Management Plan:   Kathy has emailed the notes that Tom Conklin and she developed, to the CB for comment. After comments are received, Kathy will develop the notes and comments into a draft plan.  If there is already a plan or checklist out there, we need to find this out, as a first step.  Tom is going to ask Pat if there is a mgm’t plan. Jim will bring it up wth the Town Board..  

I.  Intro/Purpose

II.  Resources/ Inventories

III.  Maintenance Checklist

IV. Cost estimates.

Timber Harvesting: 

We discussed timber harvesting ordinances in general, in light of some presentations & materials that Kathy obtained at a NYSAF meeting in  Syracuse in January. The motivation of the Conservation Board is to inspire or promote more sustainable forest management in the Town.  To that end it seems that an ordinance is not the best approach since such ordinances typically result in unintended consequences and less sustainability, not more. In the CB’s discussion it was agreed that education is the best route. We decided to try to use the Town newsletter to query about interest in a forest management workshop.   Kathy has contacted Marilyn Wyman & Coop Extension, as well as NYFOA, to see what the best way to organize something like this would be.  The workshop would focus on the potential for management of woodlots.  The CB discussed whether more elementary topics, like tree identification, might also be desirable at such an event. We talked about the best/most practical approaches to educating the public about sustainable forestry.  

Other topics that might be included would be the present status of forest land ownership in the Town, creation/maintenance of forested buffers along streams, and presentation of straightforward economics illustrating the financial benefits of sustainable forest management.

Meeting Adjourned 8:50 PM

Next Meeting April 5, 2010 at 7:30.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kathleen E. Moore


