
Minutes of the Town of Berne Conservation Board January 11, 2010

Present:   Kathy Moore, Tom Conklin,Terry Schwendeman, Randy Grippin

Guest: Jim Hamilton stopped by

Randy’s new email: gmail.com

Meeting called to order 7:32 PM

Terry moved that the minutes of the December meeting be approved. Minutes accepted.

Terry proposed that we begin a consideration of various environmental regulations as presented in the Pace U. law document that she showed us the .   We thought we would start by looking at timber harvesting issues. Terry provided a copy of the chapter on timber harvesting regs to each board member.  Some discussion of the pros and cons of local timber harvesting regs as we’ve heard about them up to now ensued.  We all agreed to look at the materials Terry provided, and discuss it at the next meeting.  

Terry has not responded yet to Roy Lamberton; at this point in time no one seems to have the time to participate in the Onesquethaw-Coeymans watershed group.  Terry will thank him for his efforts.

Pat has had the NYS wetlands delineation manual copied.  

We will renew our membership in the NYS Association of Conservation Councils.

Old Business: 

Switzkill Natural Area: Terry has been researching the boundaries of the SNA.  In Alan Zuk’s memory there was no survey done for the SNA.    Randy proposed that we walk it while it is still frozen to come up with at least some kind of understanding of where the line is.  

Fox Creek Trail.  Terry is still researching the possibility of a trail along the creek between the Fox Creek Park and the school.   Could name the trail in honor of someone.  She is going to redraft the letter.  

Fox Creek Park:  Tom and Kathy met and put together the various lists and ideas concerning the needs for management of this park.  This will be developed into a more organized proposal, with the idea that a management plan would be useful for all three areas: Fox Creek Park, SNA and the Town Park. 

Site Reviews

Tryon Subdivision on Peasley Road.  We need to let Terry know what dates we would be available to do this. 

New Business:

There is a meeting on Thursday Jan 14 re: small wind regulation.  

There is a joint meeting on Jan 21st with all the boards.  Terry asked for suggestions regarding topics for the CB to bring to the meeting.    

· 
Property owner Name and telephone Number should be on all subdivision applications.  
· 
A helpful change to the procedure for subdivision approval would be to have all applicants approach the CB at the beginning so we can schedule a site review if needed.  
· 
Kathy brought an article from the most recent NY Forester by Todd Mathes,  re: possible changes to wetland regulations in NYS.  This is another topic for discussion among the joint boards.
Meeting Adjourned 8:50 PM

Next Meeting Feb 8, 2010 at 7:30.  

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kathleen E. Moore


